Trauma remains a major public health problem worldwide. Intentional and unintentional injuries occur in high-as well as in low-and middle-income countries, leading to deaths and millions of disabled individuals. No other disease has had such an impact on individuals, on families, and on society. Interestingly enough, recognizing traumatic injury as a disease, using a disease management model, and providing organized and comprehensive care through the development of trauma systems decreases mortality by 25 % and markedly reduces the burden of the disease. Again, no other disease process has been affected so much by the organization and implementation of care systems.
Although we all recognize trauma as the number one killer between the ages of 1 and 45 years worldwide, it was only until recently (August 2012) that the world came together in Rio de Janeiro to learn, debate, and discuss not only modern management strategies, but also to acknowledge our individual and the collective responsibility of many international trauma societies to advance knowledge, clinical care, prevention, strategies, and systems development. The first World Trauma Congress (WTC), organized under the auspices of the Brazilian Trauma Society and with the full support of several international organizations, was a tremendous success. At the last session of that meeting, a collective decision was made that our professional trauma organizations should remain engaged and continue the work initiated in Rio. The World Coalition for Trauma Care (WCTC) was created (http://www.worldcoalition-trauma-care.org), with the intent to organize and promote the WTC in perpetuity. The agreement to gather every 2 years around the WTC always linked to the annual meeting of one of our participating trauma organizations. There are currently more than 70 national trauma professional organizations participating in the WCTC. Our commitment is to continue advancing and disseminating knowledge, implementing prevention strategies, developing trauma systems, and, more importantly, sharing with each other our experiences and successes. In addition, WCTC member societies recognize their responsibility in helping and supporting low-income countries in their regions to advance trauma care.
It is with great excitement and with a profound degree of gratitude to the European Society for Trauma and Emergency Surgery (ESTES) that we gather again for the second WTC in Frankfurt, Germany. The ESTES has been a WCTC partner since its inception and an unconditional supporter of our goals. The executive board of the ESTES unanimously supported the idea of hosting the second WTC together with their annual meeting in 2014. It seems clear that the international scientific community as well as trauma providers and trauma patients and their families worldwide will benefit from the second WTC organized by ESTES. The world will be forever grateful to the whole executive board of the ESTES and, in particular, to the tireless work of the congress president for putting together an outstanding scientific program.
The scientific program consists of over 100 instructional lectures, keynotes, free papers, and poster sessions covering actual aspects of trauma epidemiology, trauma care organization, trauma management, operative procedures, and outcome studies. Specific aspects of skeletal and orthopedic trauma, visceral trauma, and neurotrauma in all age categories from childhood to the elderly are covered. In addition, acute surgical care of emergencies, management of complications, as well as aspects of training and education are well covered. Interestingly, we have up-to-date presentations of military and disaster surgical aspects worldwide to discuss.
In this issue of the European Journal of Trauma and Emergency Surgery (EJTES), the ''Focus-on'' theme is dedicated to current discussions of optimizing trauma care. In several dedicated reviews, the definition of polytrauma patients, ongoing aspects of trauma-induced coagulopathy, and the development of organ failure are covered. In addition, topics of acute care surgery and planned relaparotomy are discussed.
The ESTES provides a platform for the health care professional taking care of the acutely ill patient, be it from trauma or due to any other acute illness. It is the unique organization that takes the perspective of the acutely ill patient. It currently represents over 10,000 doctors from 23 countries in Europe dealing with a wide range of problems, be it fracture care, multiple injury, visceral trauma, or acute care surgical. It provides an educational platform from which the health care professional and, ultimately, the patient can benefit the most.
Together, uniting our efforts, we are a lot stronger and many lives may be saved through incremental knowledge, better care, and policy development affecting systems development.
We invite all of you to Frankfurt on May 24-27, 2014 for the second WTC and the 15th European Congress of Trauma and Emergency Surgery, with the main focus on ''Innovation in Trauma Care''.
